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Abstract: Education is the most important device formulated by man to make himself perfect. At a
time when history is forgotten and denied, it becomes necessary for everyone to discover and learn
their history. It is the school education system that should serve as a motivation to initiate such
concerns in history in everyone. However awareness on the subject of history, in respect of Batticaloa,
is found to be very rare. In this context, this study is undertaken to find the attainment level of the
subject of history in the 1C schools in the Eravur Pattu Division, identify the causes and recommend
solutions. Various problems influence student learning and affect the attainment level. This study aims
at raising the attainment level by finding the problems and recommending solutions. Four 1C schools
from the Eravur Pattu Division were selected on the basis of random selection. When the attainment
level of history subject is compared to that of other subjects, it has been found to be low. Subject-
related ambiguity, teaching methods, qualification of teachers, students’ environment, the mindset that
the subject of history is difficult, lack of supervision, etc. are found to be the causes. The attainment
level can be raised by appointing trained teachers, conducting extra practice classes for students, using
novel teaching methodology, providing sufficient training to teachers, introducing techniques in
teaching and developing the use of supplementary materials.
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2. Limited resources and larger class sizes in Sri Lankan situation indicate that we cannot adopt any
western model to our situation abruptly. Western-developed practices are often supported by
structural conditions and cultural values that are not always found in Asia (Thanh Pham, 2011). As
mentioned earlier our lecture halls are structured to conduct the lectures in a traditional way and
restructuring them and providing necessary equipment are mandatory pre-requisites for SCL.
Moreover, unlike western classes, in Sri Lanka, we have more than 200 students for some lectures.
In these situations implementing learning strategies to suit SCL warrants careful attention. Hence, a
modification of SCL to meet the local needs may be necessary.

3. As SCL is a new and alien concept careful designing in a holistic manner is necessary. The SCL
should encompass curricula, materials, methods and evaluation too. Rather a focus on lecture
delivery only for SCL may not be a success, even may lead to failures in the approach. The lecturers
need guidance and training and careful monitoring of implementation is also necessary.
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